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Avesta.     The  first  and  greatest of Christian  missionaries

prompts us by his example to search for every element in

a non-Christian religion which can be claimed as true, and set

in the light of the Teacher who came not to destroy but to

fulfil.    Epimenides had said ' In Thee we live and move and

have  our being' ;   Aratus and   Cleanthes  had   echoed   the

thought   centuries   later,   declaring  ' For  we   are   also   His

offspring'.    From  such great thoughts Paul starts, pleads

with his fvery devout' hearers that idolatry was unworthy of

their own highest teaching, and hurries on to the Gospel wliich

his frivolous audience would not wait to receive.    The Gathas

contain a far more pure and thorough-going monotheism than

Greek thinkers could ever attain, hampered as they were by

an inherited polytheistic Olympus as unmoral as the pantheon

of Hinduism.    Surely the first thing to be done is to bring

the Parsis  back to the Gathas, and from these Scriptures

preach to them Jesus!    The object of this book has been

very imperfectly attained if it has not been realized that the

Teaching of Zarathushtra is truly on the way to Him,  Wilson

passionately declaimed   against   Avestan   polytheism.    Our

analysis has shown that the indictment comes dangerously

near the truth, and we should admit the same to be true

wherever we found Christians who allowed themselves to pay

to  saint or  angel  honour   due to the  Triune God   alone.

But the Parsi's first safeguard against polytheism lies in his

own Prophet's doctrine.    Help him to see how central is the

emphasis Zarathushtra laid on the Oneness of God, whose

unity in diversity is taught in the great six Attributes that

are inseparably part of His  nature.    The lesson has been

penetrating the mind of the people since Wilson's day, though

there is still much to be done.    The fervour with which Parsi

apologists deny that they give to Yazads, or to the Fire, the

kind of worship that they offer to Ahura Mazdah, is itself

witness that they are nearer to us than perhaps their own

books justify.   It may be possible enough, by strict exposition

of later Avestan texts, to show that the reproach is not so
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